Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Message Text 


CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 OUAGAD 02478 021202Z 
20 

ACTION AF-07 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO NSAE-00 NSCE-00 SSO-OO 

USIE-00 INRE-00 PM-03 H-01 INR-05 L-02 NSC-05 PA-01 

RSC-01 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 10-10 SAM-01 SAB-01 /056 W 

049041 

O R 021115Z DEC 74 
FM AMEMBASSY OUAGADOUGOU 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 8810 
INFO AMEMBASSY ADDIS ABABA 

CONFIDENTIAL OUAGADOUGOU 2478 
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TAGS: PFOR, OAU, ET, UV 

SUBJECT: REACTION OF OAU STATES TO ETHIOPIAN 
EXECUTIONS. 

REF: STATE 261727 

1. DURING MY CALL ON FOREIGN MINISTER ZERBO 
NOVEMBER 30, I ASKED HIM FOR HIS ASSESSMENT OF 
CURRENT ETHIOPIAN SIAUTION AND WHETHER OAU CONTEM- 
PLATING DEMARCH TO ETHIOPIAN MILITARY GOVERNMENT. 

2. ZERBO SAID THAT GOUV WAS VERY CNCERNED BY RECENT 
DEVELOPMENTS IN ETHIOPIA. HE DID NOT KNOW OF ANY 
OFFICIAL DEMARCHE BY OAU BUT HAD HEARD THAT OAU SECGEN 
IN RECENT SPEECH HAD APPEALED TO ETHIOPIAN AUTHORITIES 
TO EXERCISE RESTRAINT IN DEALING WITH PERSONALITITIES 
CONNECTED WITH FORMER REGIME. 

3. WITH REGARD TO EMPEROR, ZERBO SAID IT WOULD 

BE MADNESS FOR NEW ETHIOPIAN AUTHORITIES TO EXECUTE AN 
OLD MAN WHO HAD PLAYED VITAL ROLE IN PAST ON INTER 
NATIONAL SCENE AND WAS HIGHLY RESPECTED THROUGHOUT 
AFRICA. HE ADDED THAT IF EMPEROR WAS EXECUTED, 

AFRICAN STATES WOULD INSIST ON TRANSFERRING OAU 
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